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REMARKS 

The applicants take this opportunity to confirm the election of claims 1~ 
14, 17 and 18 (Group I) made on December 2, 2004 in Examiner Lipman's 
telephone call to applicants' attorney Deshmukh. Applicants further confirm 
the election of species as hydroxy functional copolymer and polyisocyanates. 
Finally, upon further reflection, applicants have now opted to make the 
election without traverse. As a result, only claims 1,3, 5, 6-1 1, 13, 14 and 
18 are now pending in this application. 

The rejection of claims 1 , 3, 5, 6, 6, 8-11, 13, 14 and 18 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102 (b) as being anticipated by US 5,098 r 956 to Blasko et al. 
(hereafter Bfasko) is respectfully traversed since the composition of Blasko is 
patentably distinct from the presently claimed invention. 

The coating composition of Blasko utilizes a polyol blend, which is a 
physical mixture of about 5 wt-% to about 95 wt (I) low-Tg, hrgh-hydroxyl 
number and (II) high-Tg, low-hydroxyl number acrylic copolymers, based upon 
total weight of the blend (Column 8, lines 15-21). No such blend is claimed in 
the coating composition of the present invention. 

However, to further the prosecution, claim 1 has now been amended to 
make the foregoing distinction more clear by deleting the transitory phrase 
"comprises" used in reciting the crosslinkable component and substituting 
therefor "consists essentially or. In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully 
submitted that claim 1, as amended, and all the depending claims therefrom 
are novel over Blasko. 

The rejection of the dependent claim 7 under 35 U.S.C, § 102(b) or in 
the alternative under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blasko is 
also overcome in view of the foregoing comments and amendment. 
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Should the Examiner wish to discuss any issues involved in this 
application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned at 
the telephone number fisted below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: //S^/^oeS 



SODHIR G. DESHMUKH 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANTS 
REGISTRATION NO. 33,677 
TELEPHONE: (302) 992-4385 
FACSIMILE: (302) 992-5922 
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